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Universes is a self-portrait with mindset flickers; forms, colors, textures, and 

sounds that do not obey a narrative frame; an experiential-physical road movie 

that progresses into a mental world with a regularity of its own. Universes become 

interwoven - worlds devoid of spatial or temporal landmarks, fusing reality and 

illusion: Europe, the Middle East, Judaism, Christianity, Zionism, war, superstition, 

periphery and center. An assemblage of still photographs, subjected to a unique 

scripting process, outlines a route of motion in them to generate slow moving images, 

a seismograph of consciousness. Silent pictures are replaced by scenes with Dadoune’s 

enchanting voice singing, citing biblical verses and excerpts from his personal 

diaries, occasionally interrupted by a raw staccato scream, and then again - a silent 

echo; the scenes flow like the waters of a dark river, like pure poetry. The picture of 

the desert margins is taken in long shot, containing the static space as a backdrop, 

inviting the spectator to a meditative experience, into the realms of imagination 

and synesthesia. One must delve in, plunge into the boundless and indefinite chaos, 

in similar manner to observation of color-field paintings aspiring to the sublime. 

A scratched record plays a lament. Dadoune’s naked body is dragged through a field 

like a rag, cast away by two men. The meaning of this cruel ritual is elucidated in 

the artist’s voice, reading out the punishment of a rebellious and stubborn son from 

Deuteronomy (21: 18-21): stoning, social ostracism of the non-normative and cursed. 

This is how Universes begins; one picture chases another: in one - the scream of the 

body parting from the soul, followed by the scream of a woman in labor, as birth, 

death, and rebirth are incarnated in the following scenes in a paradise of fantasy 

and femininity before the sin, before consciousness. Dadoune sprinkles self blame, 

torment, wallowing in pain, in cycles of self-destruction. He condemns himself to a 

contemptible death in public, on all fours like a wild animal, copulating and rolling 

in the thorny desert soil, standing against the backdrop of Sodom, the biblical city 

of sin, dressed like a bride with a calf’s head in his hand, wavering on the border 

line between masculinity and femininity, between sanctity, passion and demonism, 

which recur incessantly in his next films.
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