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Chanti is projected simultaneously on two screens placed back-to-back.

The pictures and sounds incessantly switch between the screens, forcing the viewer 

to physically-sensorially experience the dichotomies and contradictions presented 

in it, while constantly moving between the projections which prevent viewing the 

entire picture at one time.

This film explores systems of attraction-rejection toward the body, as well as power 

and authority relations between different types of masculinity.

He addresses Western stereotypes and their fictions concerning the sexual “nature” 

of Mizrahi masculinity and the latter’s social construction as an embodiment of 

the other; a product of fantasies, passions, and anxieties - masculinity which is 

perceived as primitive, brute, and violent.

The main scene in Chanti features a brutal, humiliating, violent male ritual, thrice 

repeated: a band of dark skinned musclemen abuses a lean youth whose upper body is 

exposed. They lay him down, touching and pulling his body organs, blowing/ejaculating 

puffs of thick cigarette smoke at his face to the point of stupor in a sexual act 

of passion and loathing between victimizer and victim, which grows more and more 

violent, a near-rape with a homoerotic dimension.

Dadoune thus converses with gender images of political correctness and with macho 

rituals and initiation rites prevalent in Israeli military culture. Nature takes part 

in the oppression, and the desert scenes become loud, vociferous, contrast to which 

it generates its official discourse. “Zionist phallic masculinity is constituted 

through the force of exclusion of the queer, the (homo)eroticized Mizrahi and the 

Palestinian male ‘others’.'' 

Thus, through the physical and sexual perspective in recurring rituals, Dadoune 

addresses mechanisms of power, domination and subordination, exploring arrays of 

authority and obedience.
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