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UN PRINTEMPS ARABE

Y O S E F  J O S E P H  D A D O U N E

A special edition of one copy, for 
distribution, of each picture or any  
separate animation.

8 PICTURES

( Size : 32.9*48.3 cm )

9 PICTURES

12 PICTURES

10 PICTURES

A TOTAL OF 39 PICTURES 
AND 17 ANIMATIONS.

Each pitta bread was partially painted, on one side only, using matte 
black paint. They were photographed once on the black side, and then 
on their natural, unpainted side while placed on a black wall-hanging 
that was purchased in a Home Depot store in New Jersey. Surrounding 
them is a white chalk border, as a reminder where to aim the camera.
The camera is placed on a tall tripod, above the elements that are 
placed on the floor. The pitta breads have been placed intuitively, 
cerebrally and visually. The result evokes associations concerning 
several people, many voices, black and white, the Arab Spring, East 
and West, and randomness.  
There are two books on the carpet, both published in 1975, 'Un printemps 
arabe' (An Arab Spring), and 'Fayçal, roi d'Arabie' (Faisal, King of 
Arabia), both written by Jacques Benoist-Méchin, who was a friend 
of Marcel Proust. In the Second World War, Méchin worked for the 
Vichy government, and later wrote a series of books on the formation 

of the Middle East in the previous century. His books have a clearly 
colonialist perspective.
The pictures are presented as series of 39 photographs or as perfectly 
synchronised digital animation. That is, all the films are simultaneously 
screened by a computer or DVD, so that the documents constantly run 
in a loop of one to three minutes for each file. The animation increases 
or reduces the number of pittas. 
The numerical combination method influences the visual impact of 
animation - now intensified, now weakened - on what is the anyway 
random basis according to which the pittas were placed.



Y O S E F  J O S E P H  D A D O U N E

Joseph Dadoune was born in 1975 in Nice, France. He immigrated to 
Israel in 1980, and settled with his mother in Ofakim, where he was 
raised and educated as a yeshiva student. He also has been residing 
at the Paris Cité Internationale des Arts through a grant. Dadoune has 
participated in numerous group exhibitions locally and abroad. In Israel, 
he has exhibited two solo shows at the Petach Tikva Museum of Art 
(The cinematic trilogy Sion in 2007, and the recent exhibition Ofakim, 
2012). He also had solos exhibitions at the Janco-Dada Museum, Ein 
Hod, and in Alon Segev Gallery, Tel Aviv, in addition to many one-person 
exhibitions abroad: in Athens; at Le Plateau Contemporary Art Center, 
Paris; at Galerie Martine Aboucaya, Paris; at the Museum of Modern 
and Contemporary Art, Nice; at the Museum of Modern Art, Strasbourg; 
and at the Film Museum, Düsseldorf. 

Dadoune's films portray an ongoing odyssey between mental realms and 
various geographical realms in Israel and Europe, between childhood 

landscapes of Ofakim and Mediterranean vistas, between Negev 
landscapes and spheres of sanctity, and between East and West. They 
explore fundamental and critical zones in contemporary reality as they 
deal with the issues of borderline, centre/periphery, multiculturalism, 
post-colonialism and with identity and gender issues.

His work is carried out in multiple channels: artistic practice, an 
empowerment project for youth, initiation of pedagogical programs, and 
collaboration with architects Tzvi Efrat, former Head of the Department 
of Architecture at the Bezalel Academy, Efrat-Kowalsky architects, Meira 
Kowalsky and Doron Von Beider to promote a multicultural architecture. 
He has also collaborated with the Louvre Museum, and the haute couture 
designer Christian Lacroix in the framework of his cinematic projects.
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